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Alison and Michael Bishop have spent the past two decades halping other peaple
transform their homes and offices into gracious, functional spaces. They own Living
Walls, a Sarasota-based contemporary design and furniture enterprise.

But when it came to their own 1950s-ara home, they had done little Lo it in the nearly
20 years that they had lived there

“It's like the shoemaker who has no shoes,” laughs Alison, "We've been so busy with
wark and family that we never got a chance to waork on our own space.”

That changead last year, The last of their three sons went off to college, and Alison and
Michael took a long, hard look at ther house,

“The banes are wonderful, but it needed 2 makeover,” says Alison.
“With the kids out of the house, the timing was right.”

The Bishops' mid-century-maodern, cancrete-block homa is tucked
In & cozy cukde-sac on a quiet Southgate street. The roomy family
hame features four bedroams. a bonus room In the garage, and a siz-
able yard and pool,

The Bishops began by consulting with an architect. After reviewing
their options, the team came up with a game plan. First, they would
tackle the house's fagade, and next, they would rengvate the garage
and |lanai areas, connecting bath spaces to tha rest of the house,

The-first step was eliminating the garage's bonus room to make
room for Michasl's pel project: a candy-red 1965 Mustang he's re-
storing. Thay would also wall off a lsundry ares to create 2 tiny fit-
ness space for Alison, and turn one bathroom into an elegant guest
powder room. The lanai needed a complete overhaul — from raising
its sagging roof Lo reflooring and rescreening.

Alison sought a seamlass transition from the renovatad areas to
the rest of the house.

“Handling transitions Is a big challenge in design,” says Alison. "l
wanted Lo create a natural flow so that the repovated areas didn't
fesl truncated from the rest of the house,” The solut ion included se-

lecting a flooring for the renovated space that complemented the ter-
razzo in the rest of the house.

Alison spent weeks deciding on the floor.

“In order for it to complement the terrazzo, it had to look natural
and vary in color,” After combing through the choices at Sarascta Wholesale Tilg, sha de-
cided on aslate-like mosaic porcelain tile called Maya Oro, which is offered in various siz-
es and patterns.

The couple hired Kob Dynan, a contractor, to oversee the job — "Une of the smartest
things we did," says Alison — and began with basic improvements to the fagade,

“We eliminated anything that wasn't integral,” says Michael, That included the calo-
nial malding around the door and the cracked window sills — but not their vintage aw-
ning windows. They also reshingled the roof and painted the exterior walls white with
black trim for a mara madern, uncluttered look,

Next thay moved to the back lanai, lts biogest problem was a sagging roof that didn't
drain properly, which kept it flooded during the rainy season. Rob raised the roof by sever-
gl inches and divided the space nto screened and unscreened areas, For the Bishops,
who are avid birders, this proved a perfect solution: two cutdoor spaces to enjoy the
sounds and sights of nature.

The powder room was Alison's pet project.

*I'yva been wailing for 20 years to have a decent guest bathroom,” she laughs,

With less than 50 square fest of space to work with, Alison wanted each element to
be perfect. They began by creating a vestibule leading from the kitchen to the new pow-
der room, so that gueasts were not redirectad through the garage.

For the walls of the shower, she went with the same porcelain Liles as the floor, bul ina
brick pattern. To break the monotony, she placed three sets of horizontal strips of irides-
cent glasstiles along the contours of the shower, She repeated this geometric motif with

Alison and Michael
Bishop give their 1950s
concrete-block house
a facelift, while
preserving its mid-
century modern bones.



On the lanai, tha red chair is

o reproduction of tha Corona chair
by Poul Volther. The green chairs
wens dezigned by Karim Rashid from
Umbra, and tha lels stalnlass-stoal
table is from Gordon Intermaticnal.

/Jr./.'.'




When working in a tight space, you
may as well be bold. In the guest bath,
Alison went with Caribbean-blue paint
on the walls, strips of iridescent glass

tiles in the shower, and an
agquamarine glass bowl suspended by
a stainless-steel bracket for the sink.
In front of the mirror, she hung a
frosted-glass WAC pendant light
etched with horizontal grooves,

three horizontal strips of glass hung above the sink as a mirror,
The sink s a Curvet USA aauamarine glass bowl suspended by a
stainless-stee| bracket. In order to hide the plumbirg, the Bishops
had a zabrawood cabinet made that works as a backsplash and a
mount for the sink.

“Another essential element of design 15 coming up with sasy
and affordable sclutions," says Alison, "and this was one of
Lhern.” Michael laughs, "Lat's pul it this way,” he says, “She de-
signs i, and | make it wark,”

Alison chose g vibrant Carlbbean-blues paint for the walls,

*| went for drama, because in such a small space, you're not
fooling anybody that it's larger. This makes its own bold state-
ment: I'm small but wonderfull”

Using the same logic, she chose citron green for her laundry
reom. Continuing with the geometric theme, she hung a froste:
glass WAL pendant light etched with horizontal g as i front
of 2 Bili =quare mirror, and commissioned an artist to create verti-
czl copper panels with horizontal lines ta go aver the tollet,

She solved the lack of storage space with an Umbrzs Conceal
Tenwvel Shelf to stare towels, The shelf becomes invisible once fald-
ed towels are stacked on it.

Throughout the process, the Bishiops kept a striet accounting
of their budget

“The raality of a budgat,”
making sensible cholees.” In all, the couple astimates they have
spent $80,000 an the project thus far — and there's more to do,
including rerovating the pool area.

What ara their plans now that this stage of the renovation is fin-
ished?

[ know Michae! will disappear into the garage to work on his
Mustang,” says Alison. "As for me, now that we've got a quest
bathroom and a areat lanal to relax on, I'm planning on inviting all
of our friends over!”




